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FIGURE 3.4 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
 
The South African textile industry, which is an important industry in our four major industrial 
areas, namely PWV (Gauteng), Durban, Cape Town and Port Elizabeth has had to adapt to 
the global situation. The industry has imported fabrics to keep the marginalized factories 
open. Between 2003 and 2005 some 67 000 jobs were lost and many factories and 
businesses were forced to close down. 
 
The South African industry has had to face China’s dominance in the textile industry and 
the flood of cheap clothing being imported or sometimes entering the country illegally. 

(Source: DTI and just- style.com) 

 
 

FIGURE 3.5 
 

SOLAR POWER CHANGES VILLAGES 
 
The days of cutting firewood for cooking and heating water are over for about 80 Xholobeni 
villagers in Mbizana who received solar panels and geysers from the Eastern Cape rural 
development and agrarian reform department. 
 
The project was started earlier this year by former MEC Zoleka Capa as a means providing 
alternative energy to villagers after it was become known that power utility Eskom had no 
immediate plans to electrify the village. 
 
The one-kilowatt solar panels provide the 80 households with enough energy for lights and 
to connect other household appliances and the 100-litre solar geyser ensure warm bath water 
daily. 

(Source: Daily Dispatch (28/07/2014) - Lulamile Feni) 
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FIGURE 4.3 

 
 
 

FIGURE 4.4 (Levels of Development) 

Indicator Brazil Russia India 
People’s 
Republic 
of China 

South 
Africa 

Population 5th 9th 2nd 1st 25th 

GDP growth rate 15th 88th 4th 5th 117th 

GDP/capita 53th 56th 138th 94th 71st 

Number of mobile phone 
users 

5th 4th 2nd 1st 25th 

Rail network 10th 2nd 4th 3rd 12th 

Exports 18th 11th 16th 1st 36th 

Electricity consumption 9th 4th 5th 1st 14th 

Human Development Index 73rd 65th 119th 89th 110th 
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FIGURE 4.5 
 

MIXED REACTIONS TO SA’S R1tn NUCLEAR POWER DEAL 
 
Eight new nuclear power reactors costing around R1-trillion will in the not-too-distant future 
add up to 96 gigawatts of power to South Africa’s national grid. 
 
Yesterday is was announced that South Africa signed a partnership agreement with Russia’s 
state-owned nuclear company that will see Rosatom built reactors in Africa’s second-biggest 
economy.   
 
The agreement lays the foundation for a large-scale nuclear power-plant procurement 
programme. It will allow the country to implement its plan to create more nuclear capacity by 
2030, she said. 
 
Environment NGO Groundwork associate David Hallowes said: “I think it is an appalling 
development. If nuclear stations go wrong badly, disasters can be catastrophic.” 

(Source: Adapted from Daily Dispatch) 
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